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across the country are still pushing to 
legalize recreational marijuana. Mari-
juana use increases the risk of cancer, 
hinders brain development in adoles-
cents and young adults, and encourages 
experimentation with even more dan-
gerous drugs, including opioids. 

Mr. Speaker, with the opioid crisis 
our Nation is currently fighting, why 
on Earth should we increase access to 
an addictive gateway drug? 

f 

REPUBLICAN TAX PLAN 

(Mr. CÁRDENAS asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CÁRDENAS. Mr. Speaker, I have 
grave concerns with the so-called tax 
plan Republicans are peddling. It 
should be called the Republican tax 
scam. Working Americans are being 
sold a bill of goods. Let me be crystal 
clear: this plan will not cut taxes for 
working middle class families. This is a 
tax cut for Wall Street and a tax hike 
for Main Street. And what does your 
family get? More cuts to children’s 
education, deep cuts to your 
healthcare, and deep cuts to lifesaving 
emergency services. 

Over 50 million taxpaying households 
will pay more taxes every April 15, due 
to this tax scam. Let me repeat that 
another way. This tax scam gets rid of 
credits and deductions for the middle 
class and keeps loopholes for corpora-
tions to ship your jobs overseas. 

Mr. Speaker, I am completely op-
posed to this tax scam that cuts taxes 
for big corporations, and it forces big 
cuts to Medicare, education, and Social 
Security. This tax scam is wrong. 

f 

SUPPORT VETERANS 

(Mr. THOMPSON asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, on Saturday, the Nation 
celebrates Veterans Day. Originally 
called Armistice Day, November 11, 
1919, marked the end of World War I. 

In 1926, Congress passed a resolution 
for an annual observance, and Novem-
ber 11 became a national holiday in 
1938. In 1954, the holiday was renamed 
Veterans Day. 

Mr. Speaker, we all want to thank 
our veterans for their service to this 
Nation, and there is no better way to 
do so than to care for them when they 
return home. That is why I encourage 
my colleagues to support the Veterans 
E-Health and Telemedicine Support 
Act, or the VETS Act. 

This bill will be on the floor this 
afternoon, and it will allow VA health 
professionals to practice telemedicine 
across State borders to care for more of 
America’s veterans. This Nation has 
the technology available today to pro-
vide care for our veterans, no matter 
where they reside. This bill upholds our 
promise to be there for our veterans. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the VETS Act and work to give 
our veterans access to the best care 
possible, no matter where they are or 
where they live. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. JOACHIM FRANK 
(Mr. ESPAILLAT asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize a constituent of 
mine, Dr. Joachim Frank. Dr. Frank is 
a faculty member at Columbia Univer-
sity who, earlier this month, along 
with his international research col-
leagues, was awarded the 2017 Nobel 
Prize in Chemistry. 

Dr. Frank becomes the third con-
stituent from New York’s 13th Congres-
sional District who has received this 
tremendous honor and crowning 
achievement from the Royal Swedish 
Academy of Sciences. Dr. Frank’s work 
and success is the foundation for sci-
entists to explore and illuminate an al-
most unimaginable world that exists 
much beyond what you and I can imag-
ine. 

We will see new medicines, curative 
therapies, and access to more informa-
tion than we have ever seen before: the 
true product and potential of unrelent-
ing intellectual curiosity. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to 
congratulate my constituent, Dr. 
Joachim Frank, and his research part-
ners as the distinguished recipients of 
the 2017 Nobel Prize in Chemistry. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DIWALI AND HINDU 
NEW YEAR 

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Diwali, known 
as the Festival of Lights, and to recog-
nize the Hindu New Year. 

The Hindu community comes to-
gether wearing their finest clothing to 
celebrate this occasion. Families pre-
pare for Goddess Lakshmi’s arrival 
weeks in advance by decorating their 
porches with colorful designs, or 
rangoli; preparing sweets and savories; 
and lighting divos. On the night before 
Diwali, they light divos, symbolically 
asking Bhagwan to expel their igno-
rance and enlighten their souls. Lights, 
candles, and fireworks are an integral 
part of the festivities. 

I was honored to be able to attend 
multiple celebrations at the BAPS 
mandirs in my district in Levittown, 
Warrington, and Souderton. As I trav-
eled from celebration to celebration, I 
got to share in the absolute joy of my 
constituents as they celebrated with 
friends and with family. I was moved to 
be asked to participate in the lighting 
ceremonies, and I was in awe of the 
beauty of the festivals. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to represent 
a district that is so diverse and so rich 
in its culture. 

OPPOSING RYAN-MCCONNELL TAX 
PLAN 

(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
come to the people’s House floor in 
strong opposition to the Ryan-McCon-
nell billionaires-first tax plan, a plan 
that overwhelmingly benefits the 
superrich and well-connected, and 
scams the middle class and our most 
vulnerable Americans. 

But don’t just take it from me. Ac-
cording to the Institute on Taxation 
and Economic Policy, working families 
in my home State of Ohio would see 
their taxes increase by $1,000 per year, 
while the wealthiest Americans, people 
like President Trump, would see their 
taxes decrease by as much as $747,000, 
according to the Tax Policy Center. 

Not to be overshadowed, the Tax Pol-
icy Center also concluded that nearly 
80 percent of the bill’s benefits pad the 
pockets of the wealthiest Americans. 
At the same time, it eliminates the 
medical expenses deduction, student 
loan deduction, and the new markets 
tax credit. That does not seem like fair 
taxes to me. 

Instead of raising taxes on the middle 
class, what we should be doing is allow-
ing for a better future, better opportu-
nities, better jobs, and better wages for 
all Americans. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE AND 
CONTRIBUTIONS OF JUDGE ROB-
ERT LEE BYRD, JR. 

(Mr. BYRNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to remember the life and con-
tributions of Judge Robert Lee Byrd, 
Jr. 

Judge Byrd was born in Birmingham 
in 1932. He received his bachelor’s de-
gree from Vanderbilt University in 
1954, before attending the University of 
Alabama School of Law. 

He was in private practice in Mobile 
for over 20 years and was later ap-
pointed circuit judge in Mobile County. 
Judge Byrd was a dedicated member of 
the Mobile community. During my 
time as an attorney in Mobile, I had 
the privilege of practicing in his court 
where he conducted himself with im-
mense dignity and professionalism. 
Judge Byrd recently passed away, but 
his impact will live on. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Ala-
bama’s First Congressional District, I 
want to share my deepest sympathies 
with his wife, Mary, and his three 
daughters. Judge Byrd will never be 
forgotten. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 
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OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, November 7, 2017. 

Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on No-
vember 7, 2017, at 9:47 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment H.R. 1370. 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 3031. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 3043, HYDROPOWER POL-
ICY MODERNIZATION ACT OF 
2017, AND PROVIDING FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 3441, SAVE 
LOCAL BUSINESS ACT 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call 
up House Resolution 607 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 607 

Resolved, That at any time after adoption 
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant 
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3043) to mod-
ernize hydropower policy, and for other pur-
poses. The first reading of the bill shall be 
dispensed with. All points of order against 
consideration of the bill are waived. General 
debate shall be confined to the bill and shall 
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. After general debate the bill 
shall be considered for amendment under the 
five-minute rule. It shall be in order to con-
sider as an original bill for the purpose of 
amendment under the five-minute rule the 
amendment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce now printed in the bill. The com-
mittee amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be considered as read. All points 
of order against the committee amendment 
in the nature of a substitute are waived. No 
amendment to the committee amendment in 
the nature of a substitute shall be in order 
except those printed in the report of the 
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution. Each such amendment may be of-
fered only in the order printed in the report, 
may be offered only by a Member designated 
in the report, shall be considered as read, 
shall be debatable for the time specified in 
the report equally divided and controlled by 
the proponent and an opponent, shall not be 
subject to amendment, and shall not be sub-
ject to a demand for division of the question 
in the House or in the Committee of the 
Whole. All points of order against such 
amendments are waived. At the conclusion 
of consideration of the bill for amendment 
the Committee shall rise and report the bill 
to the House with such amendments as may 
have been adopted. Any Member may de-
mand a separate vote in the House on any 
amendment adopted in the Committee of the 
Whole to the bill or to the committee 
amendment in the nature of a substitute. 
The previous question shall be considered as 

ordered on the bill and amendments thereto 
to final passage without intervening motion 
except one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions. 

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it 
shall be in order to consider in the House the 
bill (H.R. 3441) to clarify the treatment of 
two or more employers as joint employers 
under the National Labor Relations Act and 
the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938. All 
points of order against consideration of the 
bill are waived. The amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce 
now printed in the bill shall be considered as 
adopted. The bill, as amended, shall be con-
sidered as read. All points of order against 
provisions in the bill, as amended, are 
waived. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill, as amended, 
and on any further amendment thereto, to 
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept: (1) one hour of debate equally divided 
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce; and (2) one motion 
to recommit with or without instructions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Alabama is recognized for 
1 hour. 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN), 
pending which I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, House Res-

olution 607 provides for consideration 
of H.R. 3043, the Hydropower Policy 
Modernization Act of 2017, and H.R. 
3441, the Save Local Business Act. 

H.R. 3043 would modernize Federal 
regulatory permitting processes for the 
licensing of hydropower projects. Spe-
cifically, the bill would designate the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion, or FERC, as the lead agency for 
these projects. 

I am a proud supporter of an all-of- 
the-above energy strategy that allows 
for not only American energy inde-
pendence, but for American energy 
dominance. 

b 1230 
Hydropower should be a part of that 

strategy. In the Pacific Northwest es-
pecially, hydropower is a clean and re-
liable energy source that is particu-
larly abundant. There is remarkable 
potential for the hydropower industry 
in this region and around the United 
States. 

In 2015, hydropower accounted for ap-
proximately 6 percent of total U.S. 
electricity generation and 46 percent of 
electricity generation from renewable 
sources. However, less than 3 percent of 
dams in the U.S. produce electricity. 
That shows just how great the poten-
tial is here. 

Through this legislation, we can help 
ease regulatory burdens and streamline 
the permitting process by naming 
FERC as the lead agency for coordi-
nating all Federal authorizations. This 
will result in balanced and more timely 
decisionmaking and reduce the current 
duplicative oversight regime. 

So how does this benefit the average 
American? 

Well, having a reliable power source 
is essential to the world today. 

Even more, this legislation also has 
the potential to lower energy costs and 
create good-paying jobs. By doing so, 
we can help Americans put away and 
keep more of their hard-earned money. 

Currently, the hydropower industry 
employs a workforce of approximately 
143,000 people, and that number would 
certainly rise under this legislation as 
we unlock our full potential. 

Now, some of my colleagues have ex-
pressed concerns that this legislation 
could hurt the environment, so I want 
to address that. 

First, hydropower is an entirely 
clean source of renewable energy. In-
creasing hydropower production actu-
ally helps protect the environment and 
promote better public health. 

Second, the legislation makes clear 
that these permitting reforms should 
have no effect on this Clean Water Act, 
the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, 
the Endangered Species Act, the Rivers 
and Harbors Act, and the National His-
toric Preservation Act. Those laws and 
their protections will remain in place. 

This is simply about promoting a re-
liable power source, lowering energy 
costs, creating jobs, and unlocking the 
full potential of an all-of-the-above en-
ergy strategy. 

Mr. Speaker, I will also note that 
this rule will provide for consideration 
of four amendments to H.R. 3043, in-
cluding one minority and one bipar-
tisan amendment. 

The other bill covered by the rule is 
H.R. 3441, the Save Local Business Act. 
As the sponsor of this legislation, I am 
thrilled to see this body taking action 
to protect millions of jobs and provide 
clarity to America’s workers. 

Jesus said that no man can serve two 
masters, and there is real wisdom be-
hind what He said as there is wisdom 
behind everything He said. His teach-
ings are important every day, but that 
basic principle seems particularly im-
portant in the context of this legisla-
tion. 

For decades, there was a common-
sense legal test that determined when 
two or more separate businesses could 
be considered joint employers and held 
jointly responsible for the same group 
of employees. Employers had to share 
direct and immediate control over es-
sential terms and conditions of em-
ployment. As a former labor and em-
ployment attorney who practiced in 
this area for decades, I can assure you 
this was the standard that everyone 
knew and appreciated. 

Well, in 2015, the activist National 
Labor Relations Board issued a ruling 
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